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NEW-YORK FEMALE SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Tue history of Sunday Schoo!s in Great Britain, commenced in our first 
numbers, has been suspended for a time, in order to make room for other im- 
portant subjects, requiring more immediate attention. The rapid progress 
which those institutions have recenily been making among us appear at pre- 
sent to claim particular notice. 

It is a subject of astonishment and regret, that this superior method of im- 
proving the moral condition of the lower orders of socicty, should have been 
so long in active operation in the land of our forefathers, whose language 
we speak, wh se physical and moral habits are so similar to our own, and 
with whom we have such an incessant and extensive intercourse, without the 
appearance of one solitary public effort on our part, to emulate their laudable 
example, and partake of the important advantages to be derived from the 
adoption of their practice. The omission must, no dcubt, be in a great mea- 
sure ascribed to the general ignorance which prevailed in this country of the 
benefits produced by those institutions in the old world. For the firstattempt 
to pursue that excellent system here, on an extended scale, we are indebted to 
the benevolent enterprise of our female citizens. From the pious zeal and ex- 
ertions of that better half of mankind, the majority of our most important cha- 
ritable Institutions have originated, been well supported, and attended with 
the happiest consequences to the cause of humanity and religion. ‘ The So- 
ciety for the relief of poor widows with small children,” ‘¢ The Orphan Asy- 
lum Society,” “ The Female Association for the reliefof the sick poor, and for 
the education of such female children as do not belong to, or are not provided 
for, by any religious Society,” *‘ The Female Assistance Society,” “ The 
Society for the promotion of Industry,” * The Society for the support of re- 
spectable aged indigent Females,” ‘* The Dorcas Socicties,” the Female So- 
cieties for providing the means of educating poor and pious youth for the Gos- 
pel Ministry, and various small associations, formed at different times, for 
instructing the ignorant and destitute in the first rudiments ef «useful know- 
ledge, and train.ag up children in the paths of virtue and godliness—are, among 
us, sO many monuments of the superior usefulness of that worthy sex in pro- 
moting the best interests of mankind. 

Through the politeness of the first Directress of “* The Female Union So- 
ciely for the promotion of Sabbath Sckools,” we are enabled to present to our 
readers the following summary account of the formation of that valnable Insti- 


Vor. I.—No. 5. E 





Ss Z 
hapa 


ee ee oR, 





66 THE CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


tution in this City, together with # few short extracts from some of the reports 
of the different Schools connected with the Society; which exhibit the fisst- 
fruits of this truly Christian undertaking, and afford the anticipation of highly 


beneficial results from the continuance of their exertions in this labour of 
love. 


Wednesday the 24th of January, 1816, a number of ladies of different reli- 
= denominations assembled in the lecture-room of the Wall-street Church, to 
ake into consideration the necessity of establishing Sabbath Schools in the Ci- 
ty and suburbs of New York. The Rev. Dr. Romeyn, by request, opened 
e meeting with prayer. Whenshe had withdrawn, the lady who was re- 
quested to preside, in a short address, laid before the meeting the outlines of 
the plan proper to be adopted; and to animate the ladies to the good work, 
read a number of extracts on the subject from foreign publications*. Such la- 
dies as were willing to form themselves into a Society, were requested to come 
forward and represent the different religious denominations as they were call- 
ed off, which they cheerfully didz and a committee from these was appointed 
to draw up rules for the Society and Schools under their care. The meeting 
was then adjourned, to meet January 3ist. 

Wednesday, January 3lst, a very numerous assembly of ladics met in the 
lecture-room of the Wall-street Church. The Rev. Mr. Mathews opened the 
meeting with prayer. ‘i’he room being full, and numbers pressing for admit- 
tance, it was found necessary to adjourn to the Church. The form of a con- 
stitution and rules for the Society and Schools, as prepared by the Committee, 
were read and approved of, and the following ladies chosen to preside over the 
Institution :— 

Mrs. BETHUNF, first Directress; Mrs. MUMFORD, second Directress ; 
Mrs. BOWERING?, Treasurer; Miss MUMFORD, Secretary. 

April 17th, The Female Union Society for the promotion of Sabbath Schools, 
held their first quarterly meeting in the lecture-room of the second Presbyterian 
Church. Present: Mrs. Bethune, first Directress; Mrs. Mumford, second 
Directress; Miss Mumford, Secretary; and sixteen superintendents, and up- 
wards of two hundred teachers. Mr. M‘Carty opened the meeting with 
prayer. ‘The first Directress addres ed the Society, and congratulated them 
on the abundant success which had attended their labours since their last meet- 
ing. The Secretary read sixteen animated Reports of the superintendents of 
the Schools belonging to the following denominations, viz. 

2, Episco; lian; 1, Methodist (215 scholars); 3, Baptist; 3, Reformed 
Dutch; 5, -eneral Assembly Presbyterian ; 2, Associate Reformed do. 

All these ineports were expressive of the satisfaction experienced by the 
teachers in their new employment, and mentioned numerous instances of 
the great improvement of their pupils. Total number of scholars of all ages 
and complexions, trom six to sixty-seven years of age, in the different Schools, 
is two thousand one hundred and ninety-four. 

Extracts of the most interesting parts of these Reports will here be 
given. 


Extract 1st. 


THE superintendent and teachers of the Sabbath School belonging to ‘ 
in presenting to the Society their first Quarterly Report, cannot but admire the 
Jeadinzgs of that kind Providence, which devised and brought about the plan 
adopted by the Female Union Society, for the instruction of the young and ig- 
norant in the knowledge of the word of God, and the way of salvation through 





* For these publications, and books preper to be used in the Schools, and rules for their 
governwent. %c the Society are indebted to Stephen Prést, Esq. Bristol, Englan}, whese 
ab unding testre to do good is not limited to the British Isles, but who takes every opportu. 
tun ty to communicate all information that may tend to advance the Redeemer’s k ngdom, 
or meliorate the cond:tion of his feliow-creatures in other parts of the world. 

t Mrs. Bowering afterwards dec) ned serving, and Mrs. Colgate was chosen in her place 
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a Redeemer. They indulge the hope, that all who, like them, are honoured as 
the Lord’s instruments in so important and interesting a work, will find them- 
selves more than recompensed for any sacrifices they have made, in the abun 
dant blessing which shall accompany their labours, and that many who once 
were sunk almost to a level with the brutes, as to any true knowledge of 
God, may, through their instrumentality, be raised to usefulness in society, 
and become ornamenis to the Christian Church. 

The teachers, with humble gratitude to God, would mention their belief, 
that one among their scholars will ever gratefully remember her first attend- 
ance at a Sabbath School. She is twenty-two years of age. On the first day 
of her admission, February 8th, she was observed to be much affected during 
prayer ; and on conversing with her teacher, found that, for the first time in her 
life, as she said, she felt convinced she was a poor lost sinner; but, being utterly 
ignorant of the way of salvation through the merits of a Saviour, she knew not 
where to look, nor to whom to apply forhelp. She could not read without spelling 
every word; yet, so great was her desire for religious knowicdge, that, though 
it must have cost her much labour, she has every week committed to memory 
a lesson in the Catechism, a portion of Scripture, andahymn. The distress 
of her mind was plainly depicted in her countenance. At her request, our 
pastor came twice to the school, and conversed wich her. Soon afterwards it 
pleased the Lord to loose her bands, to enlarge her heart, and to fill it with his 
love; so that, as she expressed it, she could not love her sweet Jesus, her Sav- 
iour, enough. After frequent conversations with the Kev. Mr. M » and 
being approved by the Consistory of the Church, it was the unspeakable pri- 
vilege of her teachers, to sitdown with her at the table of her Lord and their 
Lord, and to welcome her a‘ a sister is Christ. If this were the only instance 
in which it should please the Lord to follow with hi: blessing the feeble in- 
structions of his handmaidens, surely our reward is great—we are more than 
compensated, and should be willing to labour early and late. 

Extract 2d. 

The School which, agreeably to the rules of the Society, has always been 
opened with prayer, and closed with singing, is attended by fifteen teachers, 
whose punctuality and exertions have strongly evinced the lively interest they 
take in the welfare of those committed to their care. Realizing, as we be- 
lieve they do, the value and influence of religion upon their own hearts, they 
have appeared desirous to improve every opportunity which in the course of 
their instructions has occurred, to apply the trut!: and importance of the 
Scriptures read, and to impress the religious ifftructions therein contained, 
upon the hearts of those they teach. 

The proficiency made by the scholars has been such as to equal, and in ma- 
ny instances to surpass, our most sanguine expectations. One of these only 
wil: be mentioned. A scolar, aged 14, who, being at service, has the oppor- 
tunity of attending only once on the Sabbath, committed to memory, in the 
course of one week, the Sth, 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. To 
accomplish this, her leisure moments must have been very diligently employ- 
ed. Let those who question the propriety of teaching to read on the Sabbath, 
visit this School, and witness not only the ardent desire to progress, but the 
lively emotions of gratitude expressed, and evidently felt, by those who are 
favoured with this privilege, whom Providence has placed in a situation to pre- 
clude the possibility of obtaining it in any other way; and we hesitate not to 
eay, that, unless thei: hearts are strangers to philanthropy, and insensible to 
the blessings resulting from a knowledge of the word of God, they can no long- 
er refuse to acknowledge their objections to be without foundation, and join 


with us in considering Societies for the promotion of Sabbath Schools among 
the most valuable of our charitable institutions: 


Extract 3d. 


Mary I—— manifests a serious concern for her soul. The following short 
but interesting conversation took place between Mary and her teacher : 
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Teacher. Mary, if] may jadge by your countenance, you are not alto- 
gether happy. If you can freely unbosom yourself to me, | may say some- 
thing that may relieve you. 

Mary. 1 am not happy. I feel that Iam a sinner, and that I must be 
changed before I can be happy. 

Teacher. But, Mary, your Catechism says, “* Cannot your good thoughts, 
words, or actions recover you??? Now, suppose you read your Bible, attend to 
tie preaching of the word, pray, and wish sincerely to be a Christian, don’t 
you think, that, by so strict an attention to commanded duty, you would me- 
rit the favour of God? 

Mary. No. 

Teacher. Who, then, mustsatisfy for your sins, and present a righteous- 
ness which is acceptable ? 

Mary. Jesus Chnst has promised to hear us when we pray, and he is the 
Saviour of sinners, 

Teacher. Yes, Mary, Jesus is the only Saviour, and an all-sufficient one, 
he is indeed. Goto your offended God, and in faith plead the merits of his 
Son, and you have the promise that you shall not be rejected. Don’t be 
angry with me, if | say I hope you may find no rest, until you find it in the ex- 
perience of the precious blood of Christ, applied to your heart by the eifectua] 
operation of the Holy Spirit. 

This girl is about 16 yeare of age—has attended school regularly from its 
commencement. Once she was missed. On inquiry, it was found that she 
was sick. She was visited by iwo of the teachers, who found her in bed, with 

‘her Bible near her. Upon being asked where she had been reading, she re- 
plied, ** I have been reading the afflictions of Job ;—how much sorrow and dis- 
tress he experienced ; how patient he was, and how the Lord supported him.” 
After conversing with her in a suitable manner, and deriving much satisfaction 
from her answers, one of the ladies went to prayer. When she concluded, 
Mary appeared much pleased, while her mother stood by bathed in tears. She 
expressed much gratitude for the tender interest shown for her child. 

A coloured woman, aged 67 years, had attended the Schoo] regularly from 
iis commencement. A few weeks ago she was carried to the Hospital, sick 
with the pleumsy. She was visited twice. She is now on the recovery, and 
pleas:d with the hope of soon returning to School. She commenced by con- 
necting letters, and now reads the first Scripture lessons with ease. She is 
not only desirous to read, but anxious to attain that knowledge which will 
point out her duty to God, * 

Extract 4th. 


We are highly favoured in having teachers whose regular attention and or- 
derly deportment cannot fail of being useful to the children. 1 cannot speak 
too highly of their punctuality. Considering the wild disposition of many of 
the children, | am much pleased with their attention, and have no doubt but 
the blessing of God will attend the Female Sabbath Schools throughout our 
City. You will be pleased to hear that a Dorcas Society has been established, 
for the benefit of the children attending Sabbath Schools, by which means 
we have been ale to furnish clothes to several children who could not other- 
wise attend. Garments, either new or partly worn, which are presented by 
the hand of charity for this benevolent purpose, are received and made up or 
by Mrs. Bowering, Hudson-street, and the young ladies who have formed this 
establishment. 


Extract 5th. 


The genera] improvement of the scholars has been far greater than could 
reasonably have been anticipated in so short a period. There are many indi- 
vidual] instances which afford. striking proofs of the usefulness of the Institu- 
tion. Several who did not know their letters when they entered the School, 
ean now read in the 3d class, and with ease commit to memory one of the 
cards, a hymn, and a portion of the Catechism, every week. One woman, 
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fifty-four years of age, who did not know a single letter, can now read; anda 
child of eight years, who was entirely ignorant of the aphabet, has made such 
progress as to be able to commit to memory not only cr Scripture lessons and 
hymns, but the whoie of Brown’s Catechism. T'wo in the Bible class have al- 
so learned the whole of Brown’s Catechism, and are now learning the Assem- 
bly’s Catechism, with Scripture proofs. Nor is this ali: a good work appears 
to be begun in the hearts of several, who date their first convictions from their 
entering the Sabbath School. ‘The superintendent and teachers are cncou- 
raged by these favourable appearances, to continue their exertions, looking to 
Him who is the Fountain of ail knowledge for a blessing on their instructions ; 
and hoping that their labours may not be in vain, but that he will be pleased 
to make them the humble instruments in rescuing many souls from ignorance 
and vice, and in bringing them to the knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Extract 6th. 

This School commenced February 18. Rewards were offeréd to the chil- 
dren who could read, if they cou!d find a passage in Scripture relative to the 
jallof man: not one could answer. April 14th, the children, when required to 
find a passage of Scripture relative to the fail of man, and atonement through 
Christ, one turned to four passages appropriately ; three to two passages ; se- 
ven turned to Rom. vi. 5.; seven to Rom. y. 7, &.; three to Rom. y. 15. 

The Directress informed the Society, that a School had been opened in the 
State Prison, to instruct the female convicts to read the Scriptures, superin- 
tended by the Rev. Mr. Stanford, and had been supplied with lessons from the 
Society : That two more Schools would be opened the following Sabbath, viz. 
one by the members of St. George’s Chapel, and one by the members of the 
Moravian Church. She likewise proposed that a Committee, consisting of 
one or two from each religious denomination, be appointed to visit the 
Schools, as the duties were too arduous to be properly fulfilled by the Dircct- 
resses. This was agreed to. ‘The Society, after singing a hymn of praise to 
that God, whose blessing had so eminently attended their work of faith and 
Jabour of love ; and, concluding with the Chwistian doxology, adjourned to the 
first Wednesday in July. 

-2040— 


A Memoir on the subject of a General Bible Society for the 
United Stutes of America. 


{Concluded from page 55. | 

Ler us now seriously ask ourselves whether we can consci- 
entiously persevere in a system whose effects are so dispro- 
portionate to the great want of Bibs which we have found 
to exist, both in our own and other countries, as well as to 
the abilities with which Heaven has blessed us,---a system 
which has been either avoided or abandoned by every Chris- 
tian nation but our own, that has engaged in the distribution of 
the Bible? And let us also ask ourselves whether we can 
conscientiously any longer refuse to adopt, in the place of this 
system, one which the experience of the last 12 years, and the 
example of the most zealous and enlightened uations in Eu- 
rope, prove to be the most efficacious humau means ever 
devised for spreading the kowledge of the Gospel? If our 
consciences decide for the rejection of the present system, 
and the adoption of a new one, then we are next to inquire 
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in what way a general institution can be established, and what 
rules should be adopted for its government ? 

A Bible Institution for the United States, may be formed 
by a confederacy among the existing Bible Societies ; or by 
the establishment of a new Society. 

To the first method many objections immediately pre- 
sent themselves. It is uncertain how many Societies would 
enter the confederacy, and how long those who might enter 
would continue in it: the resources, therefore, of the congress 
to which the Concerns of'the confederacy would be vated, 
“would be for ever precarious. It would be difficult to appor- 
tion the representatives from the Societies to the con- 
gress ; since the old and wealthy Societies would not be sa- 
tisfied with an equal representation with Societies of recent 
date, and inconsiderable funds. If the powers of the con- 
gress be made absolute, many of the Societies will not enter 
the confederacy ; if they are not absolute, the congress will 
be deficient in vigour. But supposing the confederacy form- 
ed, and the powers of the congress defined, where are the de- 
legates to meet? how long are their sittings to last? in what 
way are their expenses to be defrayed? 

As to the establishment of a new Society, its advantages 
and nature will be best understood, by giving a constitution 
for such a Society, accompanied with explanatory remarks. 


CONSTITUTION. 

Art. 1. “ The designation of this Society shall be Tux 
American AND Foreian Biste Society; of which the 
sole object shall be to encourage a wider circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures, without note or comment; the only copies 
in the English language to be circulated by the Society shall 
be of the version now in common use.” 


Remarks. The Society is to be a Foreign as well as an American Soci- 
ety; and why should it not be? Are the Christians of America under less 
obligation than their brethren in Britain, to extend the blessings of their reli- 
gion beyond the confines of their own country? If it be said, that we ought first 
to supply the want of Bibles at home, it may, with equal justice, be said, we 
should send no Missionaries abroad, while we have vacant pulpits at home. 
Had the apostles never travelled from one city to another, till they had con- 
verted all in the first, slow indeed would have been the progress of Chris- 
tianity. 

Art. II. ‘ This Society shall add its endeavours to those 
employed by other Societies, for circulating the Scriptures 
through the United States and their Territories, whenever it 
shall be required ; and shell, according to its ability, extend 
jts influence to other countries, whether Christian, Maho- 


metan, or Pagan.” 
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Remarks. The aids which this Society may afford to other Societies, are 
numerous and important. When the funds of the local Societies are small, 
and the wants of their districts urgent, they may be assisted with donations of 
Bibles from the General Society. Societies in our Territories may perhaps be 
furnished with Bibles in the language of the neighbouring Aborigines. The 
present Societies may at all times be supplied by the new Society with Bibles, 
on more advantageous terms than can be obtained from the booksellers. Tn 
stances also may frequently occur, in which this Society may co-operate 
with the British and Foreign Bible Society, and other extensive institutions, in 
spreading the Scriptures among the heathen. 

Art. III.‘ Each subscriber of two dollars in the begin- 
ning and four dollars annually, shall be a member.” 

Art. IV. “ Each subscriber of thirty dollars at one time 
shall be a member for life.” | 

Art. V. “ Each subscriber of fifteen dollars annually 
shall be a governor.” 

Art. VI. ‘“ Each subscriber of one hundred and fifty 
dollars at one time, or who shail, by one additional payment, 
increase’ his original subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, shall be a governor for life.” 

Art. VII.‘ Governors shall be entitled to attend and 
vote at all meetings of the Committee.” 

Remarks. The annual subscription to the British Society is about 4 dollars 
50 cents; the proposed annual subscription to this Society is 4 dollars. The 
more equal distribution of wealth in this country seems to require this reduc- 
tion. By putting it in the power of all who wish it, to take part in the ma- 
nagement of the Society, as is done by the V. VI. and VII. articles, the funds, 
as well as the patronage of the Society, will probably be greatly increased. 
Many will perhaps feel disposed to pay 15 dollars annually, when such pay- 
ment will ent tle them to a seat at the Committee Board, even if they do not 
constantly occupy their seats. The possession of power is gratifying, even if 
it be not exercised. {| he objection that these articles will increase to an inde- 


finite extent, the number of ih se who will be entitled to vote with the Com- 
mittee, will be examined in another place. 

Art. VIII.- ‘* A Committee shall be appointed to con- 
duct the business of the Society, consisting of thirty-six mem- 
bers, anda large majority of them to be laymen; six of whom 
shall be foreigners resident in New-York or its vicinity. 
Twenty-seven of the above number, who shall have most 
frequently attended, shall be eligible for re-election from 
year toyear. The Committee shall appoint all officers, and 
call special general meetings, and shall be charged with 
procuring for the Society suitable patronage, both American 
and foreign. The Committee shall meet on the first Mon- 
day of every month, or oftener if necessary.” A quoium for 
doing business shall consist of at least nine members, of whom 
the President, and, in case of his absence, one of the Vice- 
Presidents, shall be one. 


Remarks. Although there will be many who will have the right of tal:ing a 
part in the management of the Society, yet, as the exercise ef this right will 
Kk 2 
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be optional, and may be suspended without any dereliction of duty ; it is ne- 
cessary, Lo prevent the porsidility of the business of the Society being neglect- 
ed, that certain individuals should be appciated to attend to that business. A 
Comunitiee is to be elected for this purpose. For obvious reasons, a portion 
of this Committee are to be foreigners. The greatest number of the members 
ef the Commitiee ought to be laymen; because laymen are generally more 
conversant with the details of business, and better qualified to superintend the 
concerns of an exiensive establishment—to conclude contracts—to make ship- 
ment, &c. than clergymen. Laymen are also possessed of greater leisure, 
and of more extensive influence than clergymen: while their religious tenets 
‘are less generally known. By the appointment of a sufficient number of lay- 
men, therefore, the Society would acquire greater weight of influence, and 
would be less exposed to the effects of sectarian jealousy, than by the appoiat- 
ment of clergymen to perform the secular business. 

‘Vo the Committee, and those who are entitled to vote with them, is intrusted 
the power cf appointing the officers of the Society. As the respectability and 
useiulness of the Society will depend, ina great degree, on the personal cha- 
sacter- and zeal of its officers, the selection of these officers is wisely confided 
to the deliberate yote of the Committee, and not left to the hasty and inconsi- 
derate choice of a promiscuous assembly at a general meeting. As the Com- 
miitce possess the power of naming an indefinite number of Vice-Presidents, 
they may, whenever they find a distinguished character who is friendly to the 
Society, and whose name would shed a lustre on it, add him to the list of 
Vice-lresidents. In this way, the Society may, in time, enrol among its officers 
the Goycraors of the different States, and the chief members of the General 
Government; nor can it be doubted that such a selection would tend greatly 
to jucrease the patronage of the Society, and to conciliate the good will of 
every political party. 

To the Committee is intrusted the duty of procuring patronage for the Soci- 
ety, both A:nerican and foreign. It cannot be doubted but the British So- 
eicty would hail, with peculiar delight, the formation of the mericen and 
farcign Bridie Society. 

But in many ways may the Committee obtain American patronage. It is 
not chimerical to hope, that, on a proper representation to Congress of the na- 
ture and views of the Socicty, that body may be induced to grant to the Com- 
mittee the privileze of franxing all letters on the business of the Society under a 
certain weight; and, with the same restriction, to receive letters free of post- 
age. 

This would greatly facilitate another mode of obtainine patronage, and it 
would be, to ake the constitution of the Socicty, with the names of its mem- 
bers and o‘licers, as extensively known as possible Every clergyman in the 
United States might be requestcd, by a circular letter, to adé@ his own name to 
the list of members ; to reed from his pulpit the constitution and address of the 
Society, and to make a collection for its funds. Mota hamlct in the country 
should be without the constitution of the Socicty, and suitable addresses ex- 
plaining the nature and importance of the Institution. 

Another very important office of the Committee, will be the estat lishment 
of some general regulations for. supplying Auxiliary Societies with bibles. 
The British Socicty returns to auxiliaries Bibles to the amount of one hai/ 
he sum femitted. Under present circumstances, it would perhaps be most 
pradent for the American Society to return Bibles to the amount of three 
fourths the sum re mitt-d. 

The seat of the Soeiety is, by this article, fixed et New-Yorr. In no coun- 
try, perhaps, do local jealousies so often interfere with plans of extensive utility, 
as in ths United States. In the present in-tance, liowever, when the glory of 
(rod and the ood Oo: man are tne solid o!} jects in vie W, itis the im} erious duty 
efeyery Chirittian to divest hirneclf of all local prejudices, and to consent that 
the Sotiety shall be ertulji-hed ia that place which is most favourable to the 
prosecution of its exalted objects. New-Yor is fast becoming the London oy 
America; aad olroc; possesses facjltics for correspondence wiih, and trans- 
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portation to, all parts of our own and other countries, which are enjoyed, in an 
equal degree, by no other city on the continent. 

Some place must be chosen where this great Society may be permanent- 
ly fixed, and where it may enjoy all the advantages and conveniences which 
local situation can afford—a soil in which it may ‘** take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward :”” and for this purpose no place can be found so fit as New- 
York. The Committee are to meet at a stated time in each month, first for 
the speedy transaction of business, and secondly to enable those who are enti- 
tled to vote with them, to know when to find them together. 

By rendering only twenty-seven of the Committee eligible for re-election, and 
those such members as have attended most frequently, the Society will every 
year dismiss from the Committee such as are wanting in zeal and faithfulness, 
and yet without giving any personal offence. 


Art. IX. “ Each member of the Society shall be enti- 
tled, under the direction of the Committee, to purchase Bi- 
bles and Testaments at the Society’s prices, which shall be 
as low as possible.” 


Remarks. If the Society sells Bibles and Testaments for as much as they 
cost, its funds cannot be impaired; and if the Socicty sells cheaper than the 
booxsellers, many may be induced to buy of the Society, who would not buy 
of the booksellers. As the privilege is confined to the members of the Soci- 
ety, it will be exercised chictly for supplying children and servants with Bi- 
Lies, and it may operate as an inducement to subscribe to the Society. 


Art. X. ‘ The annual meeting of the Society shall be 
on the fourth Wednesday in May; when the Committee shall 
be chosen, the accounts presented, and the proceedings of 
the foregoing year reported, se 

Art. XI. “ The President, Vice- Presi lents, Secretaries, 
and Treasurer, shall be ex officto members of the Committee.” 

Art. XII.“ Every clergyman, who is a member of the 
Society, shall be entitled to attend and vote at all meetings 
of the Committec.”’ 


Remarks. The provision contained in this last article is peculiar to the Bri- 
tish Society, and a large share of its wonderful success may be imputed to it. 
This article not only prevents the Society from becoming an instrument of 
any one denomination, but it even prevents the suspicion of such an event. 
By this article, and by some of the preceding ones, the number of those who 
may be entitled to vote with the Committee, may be enlarged to an indefinite 
extent. Some may apprehend in-onvenicnce from this extension of the pri- 
vilege, but the appre hens ion is groundless. Admit that the whole number 
shall amount to fen thousand! Of these, how very small a proportion will 
reside in New-York! and (here alone can the privilege be exercised. But al- 
though very few of the whole numbcr will have it in their power ever to exer- 
cise this right, yet some of them, end particularly the clergy, will oecasionally 
visit the city, and at such times, it would be highly gratifying to them to meet 
and vote with the Committee, and to learn the present occupations and future 
views of the Society, and, on their return home, to communicate to theii 
friends and parishioners the information they have thas acquired, With re 
gard to those who reside in the city, it is by no means certain that any in- 
convenience would arise from the constant attendance of them all; but thos« 
who have taken part in the direction of Bible Socicties, will not regard such an 
event as probable. Few are disposed to devote much of their time to the ma- 
nagement of a Society which will make them no pecuniary compensation, n+ 
promote any sectarian or political views. 
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Art. XIII. “ At the general meetings and meetings of the 
Committee, the President, or, in case of his necessary absence, 
the Vice-President first on the list then present, and, in the 
absence of all the Vice-Presidents, the Treasurer, and, in his 


absence, such member as shall be voted for that purpose, 
‘shall preside at the meeting.” 


Art. XIV. ‘ The Committee shall also have the power of 
choosing such persons as shall have rendered essential services 
to the Society, either members for life, or governors for life.” 


With these last articles, on whith no remarks are necessary, our proposed 
constitution closes. We have thus given it a careful examination, and 
found it well suited for a great Society, embracing all ranks and denomi- 
nations, and extending its care and benefits over the whole Union. Will it be 
said, that, although this constitution promises fair, yet that many of its provi- 
sions are so novel, that they ought mot to be adopted till their utility has been 
tested by experience? The objection is fortunate for the constitution. The 
experience of the last 12 years, and the most wonderful success, bear wit- 
ness in its favour. With a few immaterial alterations, required chiefly by 
local peculiarities, this constitution is a literal copy of that of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Will an objection, unthought of before, now be urged 
against the constitution, viz. its foreign origin? ‘The objection may be in- 
considerately urged, but the reflecting Christian will quickly recall it. He 
will not dare to reject an instrument which promises to promote the glory of 
God, merely because neither he nor his friends nor his countrymen, have the 
honour of inventing it. 

Let us now review the steps we have taken. We have examined, in the 
course of this Memoir, the extent of that darkness for the dispersion of which 
Bible Societies were instituted.. We have found it involving in its deadly 
gloom more than 500 millions of heathen, and many millions of nominal 
Christians: we have seen it brooding over these States, and settling, with por- 
tentous aspect, on our wide extended Territories. On inquiry, we have found 
that the light which we have dispersed consists of a few faint and scattered 
rays, streaking our own horizon, but not penetrating the gloom beyond it. At 
the same time, we have found England, and other nationswho have adopted 
her system, kindling a flame whose light is seen, and whose warmth is felt, in 
the darkest and remotest regions of the earth, and we have ascertained, that the 
same instrument by which this holy fire has been lighted in Europe, may be 
successfully employed for the same purpose in our own country. 

With the Christians of New-York, and with the delegates from the different 
Bible Societies who are soon to meet there, it remains to commence this 
pious work. If a Society, on the plan described in this Memoir, should be formed 
in New-York, by the advice and with the approbation of the delegates ; and 
should these delegates enrol their names among its members, there can be 
no doubt but their constituents would follow their example. ‘1 hus will there 
be planted in our land a Tree of Life, whose leaves shall be for the healing of 
the nations—a Tree, whose height shall reach unto heaven, and the sight 
thereof to the end of the earth: and thus, through the blessing of God, will 
the Christians of America do their part in making “ his way known upon 
earth, his saving health among all nations ;”” and in hastening the arrival of 
that period when the “ kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and his Christ: and he shall reign forever... AMEN. 


—<> +c 


(Cue Convention of Delegates from the Bible Societies in the Un ted States being so near 
at band, as Well as the interest which the rei:gious pu'lic cannot but feel, respecting the 
means to be adopted in this country for promoting the more extent:ve ¢ rculation of the sa- 
ered Seriptures, will, we trust, be considered a sufficient reason for occupying so great a 

rtion of our present and succeeding numbdcrs with details on t his su! ject. | 
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THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
No. I. 


In the first number of the Christian Herald, was inserted a 
Circular from the President of the New-Jersey Bible Society, 
recommending a meeting of Delegates from the different ,Bi- 
ble Societies in the United States, to assemble in the City of 
New-York, on the second Wednesday of May next, for the 
a ae of devising and carrying into effect a plan for distri- 

uting more extensively and efficiently the Oracles of Divine 
Truth. The vital interests of religion, the reputation of our 
Christian community, the urgent wants of our frontier settle- 
ments, and the example of our Kuropean brethren, all incite to 
this laudable effort. Nor have we reason to be'discouraged from 
the undertaking by any want of means or of zeal among Ame- 
rican Christians, With the return of peace, commerce has be- 
gun to pour into the lap of enterpris e and industry her richest 
products. Our country is fast increasing in wealth. Individuals, 
who lately trembled at the prospect of ruin, now behold their 
property rapidly augmenting, and new channels for profitable 
enterprise daily opening to their view. Nor have we any rea- 
son for apprehending a want of zéal on this interesting subject. 
We daily hear of new Bible Societies arising in every section 
of our country ; we see the young and the old, the wealthy 
aud the indigent, all combining their efforts in promoting the 
circulation of the Scriptures of truth; some by their proper- 
ty, and others by their influence or exertions. 

These indications of the public sentiment; these propi- 
tious * signs of the times,” loudly call on Christians of eve- 
ry denomination to gird on their armour, to take the “ sword 
of the Spirit,” which is the word of God ; and to join the ranks 
of those who are now arming and marching forward in the 
cause of the Prince of Peace. 

The proposed meeting of delegates from the different Bible 
Societies, will probably form a new era in the annals of 
Christianity in this new world. It will be setting a “ little 
leaven”? to work, which ere long will “ leaven the whole 
lump” of ignorance and vice, existing in those places where 
the Gospel is not known. It is “ a@ grain of mustard seed ;”” 
an almost imperceptible germ at first, but which, in process 
of time, will become “a great tree,” beneath which many 
thousands of our ignorant and distant brethren may find ce- 
lestial food and heavenly repose for their souls, now “ pe- 
rishing for lack of knowledge.” . 
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Pursuing our inquiry into the necessity and expediency of 
forming a Nationav Bisie Institution, we intend hereaf- 
ter to press this subject on the public attention, from a consi- 
deration of the nature of the object in view, from the example 
of the different nations of Europe, from our present means and 
our future resources, from our obligations as a nation of Pro- 
testant Christians, from the peculiar state and circumstances 
of many parts of our country, and from the blessings and be- 
nefits which the execution of the plan proposed is likely 
to produce to ourselves, as well as to the objects of our bene- 
ficence. 

In order to prevent any one from being discouraged at the 
humble origin of this proposed National Society, it will be 
expedient to look back for a few years to the commencement 
of that institution which gave the first impulse to Christian 
zeal on this subject, which has been more liberally patron- 
ized, and more peculiarly blessed in promoting vital Chris- 
tianity, than any other institution that ever was devised---I 
mean Tue Britisn ano Foreran Bisie Sociery. 

‘Twelve years only have elapsed, since this star of celes- 
tial origin, whose radiance is now diffused through every 
quarter of our globe, arose in the metropolis of the British 
empire. The benefits it has already conferred on the world 
are incaleulable ; but those which are likely to accrue from 
the example it has set, from the zeal it has awakened, from 
the inquiries it has excited, and the deplorable ignorance 
it has developed in different parts of the world, are beyond 
value and conjecture. They will deservedly place its found- 
ers and friends among the greatest benefactors of the human 
race. 

‘The following account of the origin of this Society is ex- 
tracted from the 38d volume of the Christian Observer : 

‘“ Ata numerous and respectable meeting, held at the London Tavern on 
Wednesday th: 7th of March, 1904, Granville Sharpe, Esq. in the chair: a 
Socicty was formed for the sole and exclusive purpose of promoting the circu- 
lation of tie Holy Scriptures in the principal living languages. The following 
is an outline of the plan of the Society: 

“1. A Society, shall be formed with this designation—THE BRITISH AND 
ForetGs Bis_e Society; of which the sole object shall be to encourage a 
wicer dispersion of the Holy Scriptures. 

“© 2, This Society shall add its endeavonrs to those employed by other So- 
cictics, for circulating the Scriptures through the British dominions, and shall 
also, according to its ability, extend its influence to other countries, whether 
Christian, Mahometan, or Pagan.”’ ae 

“ We have great pleasure (say the Editors of the Christian Observer) in in- 
troducing this Society to the knowledge of our readers. In the object pro- 
posed by this Society, every sincere Christian, of every name, may cordially 
and consistently unite. It is hoped, therefore, that all who regard the Bi- 
ble as ‘he word of God, which is able to make men wise unto salvation, will 


“ally contribute to its support,” 
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In the month of May following, (May, 1804,) the Society 
was organized ; a Committee chosen to manage its concerns, 
consisting of Messrs. Wilberforce, Grant, Stephen, and other 
distinguished members of Parliament ; Lord ‘Teynmouth, Pre- 
sident; Messrs. Owen, Hughes, and Steinkopfl, Secretaries ; 
and Mr. Thornton, Treasurer. 

The following is a very brief summary of the Reasons, the 
Object, and the Principles of the Society, then published : 

‘¢ The Reasons which call for such an Institution, chiefly refer to the preva- 
lence of ignorance, hig and idolatry, over so large a portion of the 
world ; the limited nature of tii@.respectable Societies now in existence, and 
their acknowledged insufficiengy to supply the demand for Bibles within 
the United Kingdom and foreign countries; and the recent attempt on the 


part of infidelity to discredit the evidence, vilify the character, and destroy 
the influence of Christianity. 

“« The EXCLUSIVE OBJECT of this Society is to diffuse the knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, by circulating them in the different languages spoken through- 
out Great Britain and Ireland; and also, according to the extent of its funds, 
by promoting them in foreign languages, and the distribution of them in foreign 
countries. 


** The PRINCIPLES upon which this undertaking will be conducted, are as 
comprehensive as the nature of the object suggests that they should be. In the 
execution of this plan, it is proposed to embrace the common support of Chris- 
tians at large, and to invite the concurrence of every description who profess 
to regard the Scriptures as the proper standard of faith.” 


On this outline, the Editors of the Christian Observer make 
the following remark : 

‘It would be difficult to conceive an object more entirely unexceptionable 
than that of this Society ; nor one in which every individual who is entitled to 
the name of Chrisiian, may more cordially unite.” 

WYCKLIFFE, 


Princeton, Sth April, 1816, ; 
—2to 


Copy of a letter from the Rev. John Dunlap, to the Edi- 
tor of the Christian Herald, dated Cambridge, Washing- 
ton County, 12th April, 1816. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“| am highly pleased with your periodical publica- 
tion; which will diffuse, in the Christian world, the know- 
ledge of what God is doing in the present day, in building up 
his cause, and extending the boundaries of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, I will not assert that the Millennium is fully com- 
menced ; but with joy, 1 think, both from consulting the book 
of prophecy, and viewing what is doing in Europe, Asia, 
Africa, and America, for the Church of God, the way is ra- 
pidly preparing, when ‘all shall know the Lord, from 
the least to the greatest, and the knowledge of the Lord shall 


2 > 
fill the earth, as the waters cover the bottom of the sea.’ 
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" You had the goodness to publish, in your first number, 
the substance of my letter to an influential Christian friend, 
respecting the destitute condition of some of our frontier set- 
tlements, as to Gospel ordinances. 1 have taken another 
tour this winter to the North, as far as Canada, witha zealous 
brother, the Rev. Dr. P. - I observe, if Ministers in 
our Cities and populous towns, were to spend one month an- 
nually in visiting and watering the desolate places of the 
Lord’s vineyard, they would have a rich seuaed in tenderin 
salvation to their fellow-men. Thegpeat Head of the C eek 
would, I trust, strengthen them in a.manner they never expe- 
rienced before; their privations would appear light; (/ 
speak from experience ;) their congregations would enjoy 
the sweet consolation, that, by a small sacrifice, they were 
contributing to build up the cause of their dearest Lord. O 
that Ministers and Christians were more zealous and engaged 
in building up the Lord’s cause! 

** My fellow-labourer and I were abroad all the month of 
February, and preached as much as once every day. We 
were instrumental in forming one Bible Society in the County 
of Clinton ; we expect another is formed by this time in the 
County of Essex. On our departure, we attended the anni- 
versary of one in this County, at Granville, when seventy new 
members were received ; thirty of them were females. We 
were highly gratified at finding a solemn attention to religion 
wherever we went; and in some places special awakenings. 
At North-West Bay, the towns of Jay and St. Albans in Ver- 
mont, many were  diowstNy to the profession of the faith, and 
gave good evidence of a change of heart. In Jay, twenty 
youth, the eldest sixteen, and the youngest only ten years of 
age, humbly bowed to the sceptre of Jesus, like those on the 
day of Pentecost. . 

‘* We made diligent inquiry respecting the settlement of re- 
gular Ministers, and the result fills the mind with the most 
poignant grief: we could not find one Minister settled in the 
Counties of Warren or Essex ; in Clinton only two; in Frank- 
lin two; in St. Lawrence we could not hear of any ; there are 
very few on the Black River ;---so that, to draw a line from 
Whitehall, in the County of Washington, to Oswego, on Lake 
Ontario ; from thence North to the St. Lawrence, East along 





the line of this State to Champlain, and from thence to the 
place of beginning, there are not exceeding ten or twelve re- 
ular ordained Ministers. There are some Probationers and 
Teicsionsities but what are all these to dispense the word of 
lifeand administer Gospel ordinances to one hundred thou- 
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sand souls? I will take the liberty to observe, that the Mis- 
sionary Societies are susceptible of very great improvements. 
Will those who enjoy Gospel ordinances fold their arms in 
sloth, and reply, We cannot remedy the evil? Is this acting 
like Christians, or manifesting love either to God or man? 
Where is the spirit of our venerable and pious Reformers ? 
Let such cold professors view what all classes are doing in 
Great Britain, to build up the kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
through the world. Let their attention be turned to the 
Roman Clergy in Europe, who formerly prohibited the 
word of life from the laity, under pain of the most excruciating 
torture and eternal damnation, now putting the living oracles 
of God into the hands of their people, and opening the door of 
salvation to those who were periShing in ignorance ; let them 
stoop down from their couches of sloth, and observe even 
servants consecrating their hard-earned penny to purchase 
Bibles for themselves and others. Are you Christians, and 
unwilling to put to the helping hand? Care you not whe- 
ther your fellow-men sink into perdition or not? God for 
bid that this should be the result of your minds: but suffer 
me to call upon you by the agonies of an expiring Saviour, 
by the joys of heaven, and the terrors of everlasting misery, 
to arouse into activity, in aceking salvation for your own 
souls, and contribute a part of the good things God hath 
blessed you with, in order to send salvation to those who are 
perishing. Consider that the highest honour you can enjoy, 
is to be co-workers with God ; and although you are not Mi- 
nisters, yet you can be asaccessary to the spread of the Gospel, 
by your prayers, your counsels, and contributions, as if you 
were in the sacred office. God claims a right to a part of 
what he has given us, for the promoting of his glory ; and he 
confers an honour upon us, in putting it in our power to give 
back a part of what he has bestowed on us, for his service. 
Under the Jewish ceconomy, Jehovah required a tenth of 
their income for religious uses. Under the New-Testament 
dispensation, he leaves it, in some measure, to the charity of 
Christians to determine what they will do for the cause of their 
Lord and Master. Shall Christians be behind the Jews in 
contributing of their wealth to promote the glory of God, 
and the spread of his Gospel ? 

“ With sincere regard, | remain your friend and servant in 
the work of our common Lord, 

; “ JOHN DUNLAP.” 
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We have been favoured with an extract of a letter from Sharon, Comnecti- 
cut, of recent date, which gives a very flattering account of the state of reli- 
gion in the North-Western part of that State, and the neighbouring towns in 
Massachusetts. In New-Marlborough, Colebrook, Sandisfield, and Salisbury, 
there appears to have been a very extensive work of Divine grace upon the hearts 
of sinful men, and a considerable number have been added to the Church, of such, 
it is hoped, as shall be saved. ‘This work is spreading through the towns of 
Granville, Hadley, and other places on Connecticut River; also at Kent, 
Canton, New-Hartford, and Winsted, in the State of Connecticut. It is also 
mentioned, that the subjects generally held up to view by the preachers, and 
which appear to have been uniformly blessed in promoting the conviction and 
conversion of souls, were the humbling doctrines of the cross, such as the to- 


tal depravity of fallen man, salvation by the free sovereign grace of God in 
Christ Jesus, &c. 

Another letter from Torringford, Litchfield County, Connecticut, in addition 
to the towns above, mentions also the towns of Cornwall and Goshen, as shar- 
ing in the blessed revival. 


From the Commercial Advertiser. 


Last Sabbath afternoon, the pulpits of the several Methodist Churches in 
this City were in mourning, and funeral sermons preached in them all, to 
crowded congregations, on the death of the late Rev. FRANCIS ASBURY, 
Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Churches in the United States. ‘The Bi- 
shop was born at Barre, Hansworth Parish, Staffordshire, England, September 
23, 1745 ; was admitted as a Travelling Preacher in the Methodist connection 
in 1766, and continued as a Preacher there until he embarked for ‘the conti- 
nent in 1771; where he exercised his functions as a Preacher till 1779, when 
he was appointed General Superintendent. In 1785, at a General Conference 
held in Baltimore, Maryland, he was unanimously elected and ordained Bishop, 
which office he filled agreeably to the directions of St. Paul, for more than thir- 
ty years. During the time of his Ministry, it is presumed he preached from 
fiftecn to cighicen thousand sermons ; presided at more than two hundred Con- 

erences ; travelled from one hundred to one hundred and fifty thousand miles, 
and perhaps ordained more Ministers than any other man ever did!!! 

As to the necessary qualifications to fill the high stations he so long held in 
the Church; he possessed good natural and acquired abilities, read the Scrip- 
tures in the languages in which they were originally written; was acquainted 
with the several branches of polite literature, which he appeared studiously to 
conceal. But nothing short of deep and uniform piety could have secured to him 
the love and confidence of a people who knew how to distinguish between the 
form and power of godliness. ‘To deep and uniform piety, and talents far 
above the common grade, he added a zeal and diligence that has been 
equalled but by few. 

For almost half a century, this extraordinary man traversed this vast conti- 
nent, encountering the summer’s heat, and winter’s cold. And, when pressed 
by age and infirmity, and solicited by his friends to lessen his labours, his zeal 
prompted him cn to the last. On the 3d Sabbath in March, he preached in 
Manchester; on the 4th, in Richmond; and on the 5th Sabbath, and last day of 
the month, 1£16, about 50 miles from Richmond, in Spottsylvania County, 
Virginia, Ae ended his course, in the seventy-first year of his age, end fiflieth 
of his Ministry, and slept, as it were, from labour, toil, and sufferings, to his 
everlasting rest! ‘The remains of Bishop Asbury were deposited in the family 
burying ground of George Arnold, Esq. at whose house he died. 














